NORTHWEST TERRITORY METIS NATION

A Timeline of Our Quest
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An “Indigenous Métis” means a person who is
a person described in the NWTMN Bylaws as
a Métis Person who:

a) resided in Fort Smith, Fort Resolution or
Hay River; and

b) before December 31, 1921; or

Cc) is a descendant of a person described in
(a) and (b);

d) is not registered as an Indian under the
Indian Act; and

e) is not enrolled as a beneficiary in another land
claim agreement.

The NWTMN participates in many initiatives in the NWT on a government-to-
government basis, including:

e Leadership Forum and Political Accord with
the GNWT,;

e Devolution Final Agreement Negotiations;
e Caribou Management;

e Thelon Game Sanctuary Plan Process;

e WBNP Game Management Plan Process;
e Protected Area Strategies;

e Proposed Thaidene Nene National Park
Reserve;

e Wildlife Act Review; and

e In partnership with GNWT, one-third owner of the Taltson Hydro
Expansion Project.
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The Establishment of Ft. Resolution

Fort Resolution is the oldest Métis community. The Métis from Fort Resolution are
represented by the Fort Resolution Métis Council, a member of the NWTMN.

1972
The Métis and Non-Status Indian Association of the NWT is founded.
1970’s

Traditional Land Use Mapping

The Métis Councils and Indigenous Métis
members are active participants in the
traditional land use mapping that leads to the
acceptance of the joint Dene and Métis
comprehensive land claim negotiations.

1981
The Dene/Métis Negotiations

The Métis Nation of the Northwest Territories

become a party to the joint Dene/Métis land claim

negotiations. The Fort Smith Métis Council, Hay River Métis Government

Council, and Fort Resolution Métis Council participate in negotiations through the former
Métis Nation of the Northwest Territories.

1988

The Dene/Métis Agreement-in-
Principle is Signed

An Agreement-in-Principle on the joint
Land Claim is signed in Fort Rae, with
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney signing on
behalf of Canada.
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The Dene/Métis Final Agreement is Initialed but not Ratified

The Dene/Métis Final Agreement is initialed by the negotiators; however, the Final
Agreement was never ratified. Canada announces it would

1996

The Northwest Territory Métis Nation
(South Slave Métis) Framework
Agreement

The South Slave Métis Tribal Council (now
the Northwest Territory Métis Nation),
Canada and the GNWT sign the South
Slave Métis Framework Agreement to
begin a land and resource negotiation

process.

Negotiations commence with George
Kurszewski as Chief Negotiator and
Shannon Cumming as Legal Counsel.

negotiate regional claims on the basis of the
failed 1990 Dene/Métis Agreement.
Canada and the GNWT subsequently
conclude two regional land claim
agreements with the Dene and Métis of
the NWT (Gwich’in and Sahtu), and one
regional land claim and self-government
agreement (Tlicho). In the South Slave
region, First Nations initially decide to
pursue Treaty Land Entitlement, which left
the Métis without a negotiation process.

1997

The Federal Cabinet approves the
mandate for NWTMN negotiations

Formal negotiations commence with sessions
in Yellowknife, Ottawa, Hay River Fort
Resolution, Fort Smith, and Edmonton.

2002
Interim Measures Agreement Signed

The NWT Métis Nation, Canada and the GNWT
sign an Interim Measures Agreement (IMA)
describing how government will consult on
development activities in the IMA area.
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2002
Northwest Territories Métis Nation

The South Slave Métis Tribal Council officially changes its name to the Northwest
Territory Métis Nation (NWTMN).

2005-2006
Negotiators Initial Key Outstanding Issues

The Parties agree upon approaches to key outstanding issues, including that the
NWTMN Land & Resource Agreement will be comparable with other
NWT land claim agreements.

2007
Refreshed Negotiations

The February Main Table session is
cancelled and the contract of the
Chief Federal Negotiator, Eric Maldoff,
is not renewed in March.

A new Chief Federal Negotiator, John
Klassen, is appointed in July and
Shannon Cumming is appointed Chief
Negotiator for the NWTMN.

Negotiations resume in October.

2008
The Interim Land Withdrawal Protocol is Sighed

The Interim Land Withdrawal (“"ILW") protocol set the stage for negotiations to identify
lands for withdrawal. This means that when identified lands are withdrawn, Canada
and the NWT will formally ensure that no further land sales, leases or other
types of land dispositions will take place for a specific
period of time. Interim land
withdrawals give the parties
assurance that land they may
want to negotiate in a NWTMN
Final Agreement will remain
available.

The NWTMN hold several overlap
meetings with the Manitoba and
Saskatchewan Denesuline.
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2009

Canada Tables an Offer
In November, Canada tables a substantive offer:

Capital Transfer $66.4 million (2009 dollars)

Mackenzie Valley Resource First $2 million | 4.560%

Royalty Sharing Remaining 0.912%

Economic Development Fund | none

2009
Jake Heron appointed NWTMN Chief Negotiator

In November, James (Jake) Heron replaces Shannon
Cumming as NWTMN Chief Negotiator.

2010
The Questionnaire Process

In January, the NWTMN commences the
questionnaire process. The questionnaire was
initiated to count the current number of persons
who may be Indigenous Métis from the South
Slave region, Northwest Territories so as to help
determine the number of Métis that the Land and
Resource Agreement needs to serve.
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2010

The Land Withdrawal Process

On historic Mission Island, the NWTMN
presents proposed Community Land
Withdrawal maps in June.

The NWTMN presents proposed Rural
Land Withdrawal maps in August.

Canada provides a preliminary response
to the NWTMN proposed Community
Land Withdrawal in October.

Change in Chief Federal Negotiator

John Klassen departs as Chief Federal
Negotiator in March. Bernie Funston is
appointed Chief Federal Negotiator in

November.

2011
Devolution Agreement in Principle

The NWTMN becomes a party with
Canada and the GNWT to the
Devolution Agreement in Principle, in
February.

The Land Withdrawal Process
Continues

In March, the NWTMN presents a
proposed Agreement Area, and a
counter-proposal for the proposed Rural 7
Land Withdrawal.

The NWTMN continues to meet with
federally-mandated Bob Overvold to discuss overlap issues.

The GNWT presents a proposed Commissioners Land Withdrawal response; the NWTMN
presents a counter-proposal for the proposed Commissioners Land Withdrawal in May.

Canada presents a response to the NWTMN proposal for Rural Land withdrawal.

Bernie Funston departs in March as Chief Federal Negotiator; Christie Morgan continues
as Senior Negotiator; and negotiations continue.

Meeting with the Minister

In October the NWTMN meet with the Honourable Minister Duncan, who confirms that
Canada’s tabled offer is the full extent of Canada’s mandate, and Canada’s full and final
offer.
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2012 and the Future

AiP Ready for Approval

In February, the parties agree on all substantive issues, and the NWTMN accepts
Canada’s offer.

The Akaitcho commenced a lawsuit against
Canada, the Ft Smith Métis Council and the
Hay River Métis Government Council.

Canada agrees to commence a consultation
process with the Akaitcho and the NWTMN
took steps to defend the NWTMN
negotiation process in court.

In May, the parties reach agreement on all
remaining outstanding issues, including
eligibility, the agreement area and
representation on management boards.
Canada agrees to leave the door open for
discussions to have our Land & Resources
agreement deemed a “land claim”.

Canada agrees to move forward with the agreed Rural Land Withdrawal.

Approval and Beyond

We will continue to move forward with the
approval of the AIP and with our message that
Akaitcho rights do not trump Indigenous Métis
rights.

We look forward to completing our Land and
Resource Agreement in a timely manner and
our new relationship with Canada through
our Final Agreement.

Our Future

The certainty in respect to lands and resources in the
NWT will be a “win-win” for our future, for our
Indigenous Métis, and indeed for all Canadians.




